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Microsoft Virtual Server 2005 consistently proves to be worth its weight in gold, with new

implementations thought up every day.With this product now a free download from Microsoft,

scores of new users are able to experience what the power of virtualization can do for their

networks.This guide is aimed at network administrators who are interested in ways that Virtual

Server 2005 can be implemented in their organizations in order to save money and increase

network productivity. It contains information on setting up a virtual network, virtual

consolidation, virtual security, virtual honeypots, and more.
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2005 consistently proves to be worth its weight in gold, with new implementations thought up

every day.With this product now a free download from Microsoft, scores of new users are able

to experience what the power of virtualization can do for their networks.This guide is aimed at

network administrators who are interested in ways that Virtual Server 2005 can be

implemented in their organizations in order to save money and increase network productivity. It

contains information on setting up a virtual network, virtual consolidation, virtual security,

virtual honeypots, and more.Server virtualization is by no means a new concept. Several

applications that do this very thing have existed for many years. However, it is only a recent

development that server virtualization has become feasible. This topic is becoming hotter by

the minute, with network administrators from all over the world analyzing ways in which

virtualization can save money and increase network productivity.The precursor to the concept

of virtualization could be seen in the late 1950s with the use of time-sharing practices. During

this time period, technology was so expensive that it simply wasn’t feasible to dedicate a whole

computer system to a single person. The resolution for this was to come up with a system of

both hardware and software alike that delegated processing power to different users at

different times. Much later in the 1970s, the first ever “virtual machine” was introduced. With the

use of a virtual machine, an entire computer system could be emulated in a contained

environment. This concept, developed over thirty years ago, is the direct ancestor responsible

for the concept and nomenclature of virtualization.The first question you may find yourself

asking is what exactly is virtualization in its current context? That in itself is a very broad

question, as the scope of virtualization is nearly limitless. On one hand, server virtualization

enables multiple virtual operating systems to run on a single physical machine, yet remain

logically distinct. On the other hand, server virtualization can also be used to combine many

physical servers into a single logical server.Figure 1. The concept of virtualization allows for an

unlimited number of technical possibilities. We are now only beginning to scratch the

surfaceWe are also not limited to just hardware when thinking about virtualization. This

technology can also be used to provide a virtual platform in which various operating systems

can communicate on what would appear to be one system. This concept, known as universal

computing, allows software and hardware to work together seamlessly, regardless of their

architectures. Delving even deeper, we can find several other examples dealing with

applications, storage, and database virtualization. These concepts, albeit important, are

beyond the scope of this book.Enter Microsoft Virtual Server 2005Microsoft’s venture into the

virtualization market has led to one of the most popular virtualization software packages on the

planet. Virtual PC was developed by Connectix and released initially for the Macintosh platform

in June 1997, and eventually led to a Windows version four years later in June 2001. When the

concept of using virtualization in the enterprise became much more relevant, Microsoft chose

to acquire Virtual PC and its then unreleased Virtual Server product from Connectix in

February 2003. This purchase also included a version of Virtual PC designed for Mac clients,

although this product has since come to its end-of-life. This leads us to the current version of

the software, Microsoft Virtual Server 2005 R2, which we will be discussing in this Short

Cut.Virtual Server Versus Virtual PC
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